
December Greetings EVE Families,  

Reestablishing the Foundation of Community: The basic truth we experience in so many facets of our lives 

leads us to the conclusion that to create a healthy school culture that prevents bullying from becoming a 

social norm we must do three things.  

We must shift from the traditional “factory” model to a “family” model for creating optimal school climates.  

We must examine our relationship with power in order to ensure that our family model for the classroom is 

a healthy family model.  

And we must strengthen our focus on building the self-regulation skills of children in our care, so safety 

permeates all classrooms and each child increases his or her potential for success in life. (Excerpt from 

Creating the School Family by Dr. Becky Bailey) 

We have established a school ambassador program here this school year 

with our fifth and sixth grade students. All of the fifth and sixth graders 

were given an application at the beginning of the year by Mrs. Veum and 

encouraged to apply. We currently have two groups of nine (mixed 

groups of 5th/6th graders) that meet every other week and have lunch 

with Mrs. Veum. This format creates a family model of sitting down and 

sharing a meal and conversation. We examine our relationship with 

power, by giving some of it away. The students are encouraged to bring 

up ideas of ways in which we can create a stronger more positive 

culture, and ways in which we can problem solve areas that are not going 

well. We also strengthen their self-regulation skills by learning about our 

brains and the connection between our brains and behavior. We 

concentrate on being leaders in and around EVE and serving others. We 

have opportunities to do team building activities and de-stress through 

having fun. Our hope is that our ambassador groups become a model 

for how we build positive school culture as a whole. A model that 

accepts differences, builds unity and brings all children into caring 

contributing members of the EVE School Family. It is a highlight of my 

time spent here with our students! 

Wishing you a Merry and Bright holiday season! 

Mrs. Veum 

From the Principal’s Desk….. 

IMPORTANT DATES: 

 December 20th, 1 pm 

Holiday Program 

 December 22nd, 12:40 

Early Dismissal 

 December 23-January 

2nd,  No School. 

 January 3rd, 2017 School 

Resumes 
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A QUICK NOTE FROM MRS. TAYLOR,  OUR ELEMENTARY MUSIC TEACHER: 
Our Christmas program is fast approaching. We have been hard at work and are 

excited to show you our program.  The 4th-6th grade choir is looking for gaudy holi-

day sweaters. The 3rd grade is looking for fedoras (hats) and sunglasses. 4th - 6th 

grade choir dress is concert black (or mostly black): dresses or long tunic with black 

leggings for girls, button up shirts with ties (ties can be any holiday color) and black 

pants. Kindergarten - 3rd grade any holiday/Sunday best dress. 



PRESCHOOL NEWS 

KINDERGARTEN NEWS 

Voting in the mock 

election put on by the 

5th grade class! 

From Miss Lisa and Miss Michelle: 

November is a month that brings thoughts of gratitude.  As pre-

school teachers, we have so much to be thankful for, especially the 

opportunity to spend each day with young children that are so eager 

to learn.  The excitement in little people is remarkable as each day 

brings new adventures and opportunities for learning school readi-

ness skills.   

The preschoolers are thankful for all the special people in their lives, 

especially grandparents.  The four year olds excitedly prepared for a 

Grandparent Celebration on November 22nd.  Their loved ones 

were serenaded with songs and stories, participated in a family craft 

activity and shared a delicious holiday snack together!   The pre-

school room was full of love and laughter as we celebrated these 

very important people, and all 39 grandparents left feeling the love 

from their preschool grandchild!  Please enjoy the pictures from the 

wonderful Grandparent Celebration! 

The three year olds continue to grow each day as they attend 

school!  We continue to work on sharing, taking turns, problem 

solving and all the important skills it takes to be a part of a pre-

school classroom.  We are excited to start preparing for our par-

ents to join us in a holiday program before the Christmas break.   

    November was filled with fun and learning for the Kindergarten class! We ended October with a wonderful 

Halloween celebration. We carved pumpkins and participated in the Halloween costume parade. We quickly turned 

our focus to honoring our Veterans on Veterans Day. We wrote thank you notes to the Veterans and made a 

paper flag. After Veterans Day we started preparing for Thanksgiving. We ended the month with our Kindergarten 

Thanksgiving feast. We made butter and pumpkin pie in our classroom to add to all of the food the children 

brought for the feast. I would like to personally thank all of the parent volunteers for helping with the feast. The 

children loved their time with you. While the kinders enjoyed their food we reviewed all that we had learned about 

the very first Thanksgiving. 

    December promises to be a very busy 

month. Please take a moment to enjoy time 

with your child and recognize all that they 

have learned in just 4 months.  

Kindergarten Themes for December: 

*Gingerbread 

*Rudolph 

*Polar Express 

*Holiday Art 

*Reading, Math & Science and much MORE! 



FIRST GRADE NEWS 

SECOND GRADE NEWS 

Extra! Extra! Read all about it!  Our Second Graders have been working very hard to earn a pajama 

day and THEY DID IT!!! The students enjoyed a full day of reading books with their favorite stuffed animal in their 

PJ's and a movie in the afternoon. The students also took A.R. tests on the books they read. These computerized 

tests are typically 5 multiple choice questions, which challenge their comprehension of the books they read. You 

can easily check to see if your child's favorite books at home are A.R. books. Simply go to www.arbookfind.com. 

Reading at home is essential to your child's success in school. Please include 20 minutes of reading at home in 

your child's routine. Ask them questions about what they read or ask them to retell the story to you. Also, I am 

continuously looking for volunteers to come be a "Mystery Reader" in our classroom. Simply let me know what 

day and time work for you and come surprise your little one! The kids absolutely love being surprised! I look for-

ward to hearing from you. - Mrs. Housman 

I’M BACK!  I am super excited to be here back at Eagle Valley with your kiddos! I cannot wait for all of our up-

coming learning adventures! November was a busy month in our class, we very much enjoyed our Veterans Day 

activities and Thanksgiving fun. We are continuing to enhance our love for reading and work on our addition and 

subtraction skills. The first graders really enjoyed their time with Mrs. Sachs! We will miss her here at EV! Hoping 

your Thanksgiving was wonderful! I am thankful for each of you, thank you for all that you do for your children! I 

am looking forward to watching your 1st grader grow!  With much appreciation, Miss Peterschick!  

First grade voters taking part in the mock 

election! 

http://www.arbookfind.com/


THIRD GRADE NEWS 

FOURTH GRADE NEWS 

Hello 4th Grade Families- 

My how the time has flown by! We have been 

sailing right along in our curriculum and building 

our classroom family this month. Students are 

learning time management fairly well and priori-

tizing their work. In math, multiplication is be-

coming more advanced, and we are working 

hard on our facts. We will be working on writing 

fairy tales this month in Language Arts. Ecosys-

tems and food chains will be our main focus in 

science. Regions of the United States (states 

and capitals) will finally begin in social studies! 

Every day we share thoughts, kindness, and 

laughter to build our classroom family. I cannot 

express how happy I am with the 4th graders 

this year! Enjoy the wonderful holiday season.  

- Ms. Czeck 

Learning is full of laughter and fun!  Third graders are engaged learning 

multiplication facts!  We work together as a team to solve mathematical 

problems using technology and one of our favorite 

games Kahoot!    Thank you for practicing multiplication facts and skip 

counting at home!   

Spelling words are increasing in difficulty. Look for patterns to help learn 

these new words.    

Keep up the fantastic job reading 20 minutes every day!  I am im-

pressed.  Our writing is improving too!  

Please have tennis shoes at school every day.  Thank you for checking 

your child's take home folder and visiting with them about their school 

day! 

We have been learning some new breathing techniques during morning 

assembly and will continue to add them to our Conscious Discipline tool 

box.  Self regulation equals success no matter where you are! :) 

Thank you for attending conferences.  Your child is amazing, important, 

special, unique, kind, precious, and loved.  Thank you for spending quality 

time with your child and for making them who they are!  You are making 

a difference and I am so grateful!   

YOU MATTER! 

Mrs. Wendel 

 
 

 
 



FIFTH GRADE NEWS 

SIXTH GRADE NEWS 
Our sixth grade has been busy studying about the Native American nations that live in Minnesota. We made parfleches, a carrying satchel that 

the early Dakota used. Dominic DeCock described it as follows:  A parfleche is a container that was used by the early Dakota. Parfleches were 

used for holding valuable items that were important to that person. It was usually made out of leather that was prepared by Native American 

women. First, they would make the hide into a rectangular (or other) shape. Then they would stitch the sides. Finally, they would stitch on de-

signs with porcupine quills that had been dyed.  Later, they used glass beads from the Europeans. Parfleches 

were very important to the Dakota.   

One difference with ours was that we used Ojibwe art on the front. Ojibwe art was inspired by nature. Some 

important symbols were: bears, loons, ducks, birds, fish, deer, all kinds of flowers and trees, whereas Dakota 

art tended to be more geometrical. Overall, parfleches were very vibrant and had a lot of different shapes and 

were used to carry very special items. 

We have been working hard on two of the most im-

portant concepts in reading: comprehension and fluency. 

We will be working on fluency and comprehension all year 

long. We have been doing daily fluency readings and talking 

a lot about the stories we are reading. The best way to 

become a better reader is to read. I am asking students to 

read 20 minutes a night outside of school. We are also 

silent reading for 15-30 minutes a day in school on top of 

our reading curriculum. Thank you for your support with 

reading outside of school. 

Yay, we have finished our long division unit! It was a lot of 

work. Students made lots of gains and most of them know 

how to do the process. Our next units of study will focus 

on decimals. We will be rounding, adding, subtracting, 

multiplying and dividing decimals. We will also be review-

ing a lot of place value concepts throughout these units. 

Check out our classroom website for helpful math videos. 

Science fair  time is coming soon. We will be talking a lot 

about topics and reviewing proper procedures to com-

plete. Science fair ideas will be due December 18th. 

Holiday party- we will be having a book exchange. Please 

send a new or gently used book wrapped by December 

20th. Please keep the cost of the book under 5 dollars. 

We will be playing games to see who gets to pick what 

book.  

5th grade held a mock election on Nov. 

8th, 2016.  Each class came to vote!  It was 

an educational experience for the kids! 
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