
April 2017    Eagle Valley Elementary Newsletter 

Important Dates 

April 7th:  PTO Mystery 

Movie Night 5:30pm 

April 8th:  Clarissa Com-

munity Club Easter Egg 

Hunt 10 am sharp (meet in 

gym) 

April 13th:  Early Dismissal 

12:40 pm 

April 14 & April 17: No 

School—Happy Easter! 

April 15th:  Eagle Bend 

Easter Egg Hunt 10am 

sharp (meet at Nelson 

Park) 

April 20: Spring Program    

7 pm 

April 21: Grandparent’s 

Day Program 1 pm 

 

From the Principal’s Desk…. 

Dear Eagle Valley Elementary Families, 

 “We all want to feel valued and connected. The power of unity is 
about the sense that we are each bound to one another and, at the same 
time, have unique contributions to make.” (Easy to Love, Difficult to Discipline 
p 47) What a powerful statement and the foundation of what family could 
truly emulate. It’s the mentality that I choose to see as I lead Eagle Valley. 
April 6th marks my one-year anniversary as being part of this incredible 
team. A lot has happened in a year; we have a lot to celebrate as a 
school family and to be thankful for. I told the school board during my in-
terview process that I was ready to fall in love with the work and people of 
EV. I am happy to report that milestone has long since been met. It didn’t 
take long for me to embed myself into the heart of this school. I am thank-
ful for each one of you.  

 Spring always brings a sense of renewal and fresh perspective to my 
state of mind. The sun seems to shine a little brighter and the air is filled 
with sounds of new life chirping. Spring is a busy season in the calendar 
life of a school. There is a lot to accomplish in 43 more days of school! 
We encourage you to continue to be involved with your student’s education 
as much as you are able. Join us in the morning for assembly, volunteer in 
the classroom, be a mystery reader, ask your students more than yes/no 
questions about their day each night. Provide a quiet and dedicated space 
for homework. One very important thing you can do for your child’s develop-
ing brain is to have rich juicy conver-
sations about life. Introduce them to 
experiences and vocabulary as you 
share with them stories about you 
and your growing up years. Ask them 
questions that make them think criti-
cally and have real world application. 
Engage them in a way that you are 
following their lead in the conversa-
tions and piquing their curiosity and 
imagination. This will not only deepen 
their relationship with you but you will 
be helping build neural pathways in 
their brain……how cool is that?  

May you each find new reasons to 
celebrate this April, 

Mrs. Veum 
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Kindergarten News 

Pre-school News 

March was MARVELOUS! We are learning SO much and having SO much fun in Kinder-

garten. As we move closer to the end of the school year, I have been reflecting and 

thinking about how much the children have learned and how they have grown. It is prob-

ably one of the most rewarding things about teaching Kindergarten. They learn and grow 

tremendously in Kindergarten. It was very nice for me to share many of these mighty 

moments with parents at conferences. Thank you for taking the time to meet with me. 

It is very important to know as much as you can about your child's learning and academic 

growth.  

We had some very exciting moments in March! We had a visit from a mischievous lepre-

chaun, who left our room a mess! We enjoyed a green magic treat after the mess was all 

cleaned up. I am sure parents heard all about this at home! We also started Book Buddy 

Bags in March. Kinders take a bag with 5 grade level book to read at home. The more 

reading a child does the better reader they will become. The kids are really enjoying 

taking the books home and sharing them with their families.  

 As we head into the home stretch of the school year, I would like to remind you of some SPECIAL dates ahead. 

Muffins with Mom: Friday, May 5th 7:50-8:20 a.m. 

Kindergarten Graduation: Friday, May 19th 9:30 a.m. Clarissa City Park 

Field Trip: Monday, May 22nd 

Last Day of Kindergarten is May 22nd! 

~Mrs. King 

 

Happy Spring!  We have anxiously been awaiting warmer temperatures and an opportunity to be back outside enjoying the change 

of seasons!   It has been a busy couple of months as the preschoolers continue to work on their school readiness skills!  The days are 

full of non-stop fun and exciting activities!  March brought us a chance to celebrate Dr. Seuss’ birthday and a flurry of fun stories to 

practice our rhyming, with silly made up words!  The next few weeks the preschoolers will be waking up Spring as we start our 

“Spring has Sprung” unit! 

Additionally, on March 23, early childhood families had the wonderful opportunity to enjoy a Large Motor and “I Love to Read” 

night, showcasing the new equipment we received to enhance the health and well-being of our young people!  Once again, a special 

thank you and shout-out to Lakewood Health System’s Women In Philanthropy (WIP) for the generous donation to purchase all the 

wonderful toys and equipment!  Enjoy the pictures from this exciting special event at Eagle Valley Elementary!  
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Second Grade News 

First Grade News 

  

Our 2nd graders have been working 

hard on their classroom plays. Practicing performing in 

plays, is highly beneficial for fluency and expression! 

Throughout this process, they have been faced with 

problems and solutions. They have been learning strat-

egies to problem solve on their own, with minimal adult 

assistance. The students must address their concern to 

other team members and as a group, come up with a 

solution. Our phonics focus this week includes the ‘aw’ 

sounds (ball, pause, taught, walk, etc.) We are having 

fun looking for homophones throughout our daily 

learning and stories! Homophones are words that 

sound the same but have different meanings such as 

new and knew, blew and blue and be and bee.  See if 

you can find some at home or in your routines too!  

– Mrs. Housman  

HELLO EAGLE VALLEY FAMILIES !  I feel like it was just yesterday that I was writing 
our March newsletter… and just like that it’s already April… we have so much learning and 
fun left of this school year!  The month of March we were busy bees. We were rewarded 
with the movie Moana for making our I Love to Read month reading goal of 1,200 books, we 
enjoyed stories and adventures from Ole Oleson an immigrant from Sweden, we kicked off 
Jump Rope for Heart, and we did many fun activities to celebrate St. Patrick’s Day. I am so 
proud of your first grader and love watching them learn more every day! As the school year 
winds down, we will be very busy with many fun learning adventures. Thank you for being so 
wonderful and for all that you do for your first grader! – Miss Peterschick  

A heart beats 

about 100,000 

times a day 

and pumps 

about 7,200 

liters (1,900 

gallons) of 

blood.  

Ole 

Oleson 

Presenting 
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Third Grade News 

Fourth Grade News 
Happy Spring 4th Grade Families- 

April is certain to be a busy month as we are winding 

down the year! Math is full of fraction work and prepar-

ing for the MCA’s. In Reading/Language Arts, we are 

continuing in our curriculum, and we will also begin 

literature circles toward the end of the month. Science 

is full of space exploration and planet research. We will 

also continue learning about the regions of the United 

States in Social Studies. We have been having excel-

lent times learning and improving our self-regulation 

skills! Just remember, “Every day is a new beginning, 

take a deep breath and start again” - unknown. Have a 

wonderful month!   

- Ms. Czeck 

Third Grade News by Mrs. Wendel 
“Clever Jack Takes the Cake” was performed amazingly by young actors and 
actresses for parents and students in K-6.  It was definitely a March highlight.  
Thank you to all who helped in any way!   
In Reading, we continue to ask and answer questions, determine the author’s 
point of view, and use a variety of context and sentence clues to help us figure 
out meanings of unfamiliar words.  Our recent genres included expository text, 
realistic fiction, and biographies.  We finished reading a short novel on Helen 
Keller and currently are reading and discussing a Minnesota author’s chapter 
book, Winn Dixie.   April is National Poetry month.  Third grade will be cele-
brating with student performed poetry and popcorn.   
In Math, we will start a new chapter on the Distributive Property of Multiplica-
tion and finish up our Unit on Area and Perimeter.  We look forward to Geome-
try and Review during fourth quarter.  Please continue to practice multiplica-
tion facts, telling time, and counting money at home.  
Flat Stanley adventures continue!  Recently he made appearances in Arizona 
and Washington, D.C.   
Science learning includes: work, force, energy, and motion.   
Third graders are current cursive license holders and may write in cursive any-
time!  Their penmanship keeps improving! 
Important Third Grade Dates… 
April 4, 2017 8:45-10:30AM MCA Reading Test Grade 3 
April 5, 2017 8:45-10:30AM MCA Reading Test Grade 3 
April 7, 2017 5:30PM  PTO Movie Night 
April 10, 2017 5:30PM  Eagle Valley School Board Meeting 
April 11, 2017 8:45-10:30AM MCA Math Test Grade 3 
April 12, 2017 8:45-10:30AM MCA MATH TEST Grade 3 
April 13, 2017 12:40PM                           Early Dismissal 
April 14, 2017   NO SCHOOL 
April 17, 2017   NO SCHOOL 
April 20, 2017 7:00PM  Spring Program 
April 21, 2017 1:00PM  Grandparent’s Day Program 
April 28, 2017   Popcorn & Poetry Classroom Event 
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Fifth Grade News 

Sixth Grade News 

 
We are gearing up for the MCA tests. We have been reviewing many of the things we have learned throughout the year and 

how to apply them to MCA tests. Poetry and informational text have been our focus over the past couple of weeks and will 

remain our focus for the next little bit. Students have been reading about topics that interest them and completing fact webs 

and timelines to help them keep track of the information they are learning. Students should be reading a minimum of 20 

minutes at night.  They may read anything they like: magazine articles, website articles, newspapers, joke books or an else they 

enjoy reading.   

Geometry has been our main topic in math. This has proven to be very challenging for many and we will continue to 

talk about it for the next week or so. When we have a firm understanding of shapes, area, volume, and ways to classify shapes 

we will move on to measurement. 

We have been reading about civil rights and the history of slavery in the United States. We will also be talking about the civil 

war. We had a great conversation about how people lived and survived in the 1800’s and early 1900’s.  It was hard for many 

of them to believe Mr. Rohloff when he told them his parents didn’t have electricity when he was a baby.  

Jump Rope  

For 

Heart 

The sixth graders are currently working on writing biography reports 

and reader's theatre in Language Arts. Recently, we had an artist, 

Pam Collins, visit to do an art project with us. She creates land-

scapes using torn fabric as her medium. We were able to begin a 

project with her. She will return next week to help us finish. In the 

end we will have an ocean landscape. If you'd like to check out her 

work, go to http://www.mnartists.org/user/1565.  
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Eagle Valley School 
P.O. Box 468 
106 Frank St. S. 
Clarissa, MN  56440 
218-756-3631  

Eagle Valley Elementary 
Newsletter  
April 2017 

Attention! 

If you have any extras  of the   

following, please send them to 

school: 

 Ice cream buckets 

 Cool Whip containers 

 Ice cube trays 

  Thank you! 


